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SHASTA MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT 

September 17, 2013 1:30 P.M. 

District Office, 19200 Latona Road, Anderson, CA 96007 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 

 

1. Call to Order: District Board President Mr. Tom Mancuso called the meeting to order at 

1:30 P.M.  

Roll Call 

Trustees Present: Tom Mancuso, President  

Stephen Morgan, Vice President  

Vickie Marler, Secretary  

Larry Mower, Trustee  

Dale Dondero, Trustee 

   

Trustees Absent: None 

 

Others Present: Peter Bonkrude, District Manager  

   Guangye Hu, Assistant Manager 

Betty Willis, Administrative Manager 

John Albright, Vector Ecologist 

 

President Mancuso welcomed Trustee Dondero to the Board.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Trustee Mower and seconded by Trustee 

Morgan and it was agreed unanimously to approve the agenda.  

 

4. Public Comment: President Mancuso stated that this is the time for any person wishing to 

address the Board to do so. There was no public comment.  

 

5. Consent Calendar – The District Manager pointed out to the Board that now each month 

included in the Consent Calendar is a list of receipts – checks sent to the District.  

a) Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held August 20, 2013. 

b) September Payables #20971 - #21078 in the amount of $235,519.22. 
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A motion was made by Trustee Morgan and seconded by Trustee Dondero and it 

was agreed unanimously to approve the Consent Calendar. 

a. Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held August 20, 2013. 

b. September Payables #20971 - #21078 in the amount of $235,519.22. 

 

6. Items Removed from the Consent Calendar – 

 

7. Correspondence/Informational: 

a) Brian Muir, Shasta County Auditor-Controller – The District Manager introduced 

Brian Muir, Shasta County Auditor-Controller – Stating that Mr. Muir was here to 

answer any questions and to learn a little about the District. Mr. Muir stated that it 

is his policy to try to visit each special district at least once a year to give Board 

members an idea of what the Auditor-Controller’s Office does and to find out if 

the District has any issues with them. He further noted that he had met with the 

District Manager recently. Mr. Muir stated that the Shasta County Auditor’s 

Office processes approximately 2,000 claims a week and every other week does a 

payroll for about 2,000 employees. He stated that he was here to help the District 

in any way that he can and asked for questions.  President Mancuso thanked Mr. 

Muir for his attendance at the Board meeting.  

b) Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District Financial Report at 08/31/2013. - 

The District Manager stated that the financial report shows that the District is 

right in-line with where it should be. There is not much revenue at this point, but 

he noted that the surplus Ford F150 had been sold to the highest bidder for a price 

of $7,200.  

c) Strategic Planning Progress – The District Manager stated items in the report that 

had changed had been highlighted. Discussions have occurred with the finance 

committee concerning some proposed changes to the payroll procedures. These 

proposed changes will be presented to the Board at the October and November 

Board meetings. Job description updates are completed, the first draft has been 

submitted to the labor attorney and to the Union for review. The performance 

goals for the Tech Team concerning operational success have been discussed and 

assigned. Field Supervisors will be included in the next Tech Team meeting for 

planning of the next season and a discussion of the previous season. President 

Mancuso asked about the draft revision of the Personnel Manual. The District 

Manager stated that he was waiting for input from the Union. He did not 

anticipate any major changes from the Union and the intent of the revisions was to 

bring the Personnel Policy into alignment with the Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU). Prior to being presented to the Board for approval, it will 

be submitted to District legal counsel for review. 

d) California Arbovirus Surveillance Bulletin #27 - Week of September 6, 2013 – 

The District Manager stated that the Bulletin shows that California is leading the 

country in terms of West Nile virus (WNv) cases. Butte County is the second 

highest county in the state for human WNv cases. Shasta County currently has no 

confirmed human cases.  

e) Compliments to the District – The District Manager stated that the District had 

received a compliment for the technicians responsible for zone 4, Mike Alexander 

and Mark Mulcahy. 

f) West Nile showing up early in Sentinel chickens – Redding.com – August 15, 

2013 – The District Manager stated that this was some unsolicited good press that 

the District had received concerning our sentinel chicken program.  
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g) Adopted 2013-2014 LAFCO budget – The District Manager stated that the 2013-

2014 LAFCO budget had been included at Trustee Morgan’s request. Trustee 

Morgan stated that the LAFCO budget will remain as it is stated. LAFCO is in the 

process of hiring an executive officer.  

h) Vector Control Joint Powers Agency (VCJPA) Property and Member 

Contingency Funds at June 30, 2013 – The District Manager stated that this is the 

District’s VCJPA Member and Property Contingency Funds at June 30, 2013. The 

$55,000 transfer took place in the last quarter of the 2012-2013 fiscal year.   

i) Vector Control Joint Powers Agency (VCJPA) Property and Member 

Contingency Funds Year-End – The District Manager stated that this is the year-

end VCJPA Property and Member Contingency Funds.  

j) California Employers’ Retiree Benefits Trust (CERBT) at June 30, 2013 – The 

District Manager stated that this is the quarter end, June 30, 2013. This is the 

District’s retiree medical irrevocable trust.  

k) MVCAC Fall Quarterly Meeting Agenda – The District Manager stated that this 

is the agenda for the Mosquito and Vector Control Association of California 

(MVCAC) Fall Quarterly meeting. The District Manager and Trustees Mower and 

Morgan plan to attend.  

l) MVCAC Ballot – The District Manager noted that this was just to let the Board 

know that he had voted for upcoming officers for the MVCAC. 

 

8. Manager’s Report - The District Manager stated that he would let his report stand as written. 

Trustee Morgan asked about the alarm company issue. The District Manager noted that some 

of the problems with the alarm have been fixed. The system hasn’t had any issues in the last 

month. They have offered the District one year’s free monitoring and have offered to extend 

the service warranty on the equipment for two years. This would bring the District close to 

the end of the remaining three years of the contract.  

President Mancuso congratulated the Administrative Manager on her planned retirement at 

year-end. 

 

9. Department Reports: 

a) Guangye Hu, Ph.D., Assistant Manager - Operations Report – The Assistant 

Manager stated that he would let his report stand as written.  He noted that the 

aquaculture set-up was almost complete. Trustee Morgan stated that some of the 

colors in the graphs were hard to discern from one another. The District Manager 

stated that a numerical table could be added to show the data in an easier to read 

format. 

b) Guangye Hu, Ph.D., Assistant Manager – Neglected Pools 2013 – The Assistant 

Manager stated that this neglected pool report covers the last six years. The report 

discusses the cost of aerial surveillance and how many pools were found and 

treated. He noted that mosquitoes can fly for a half-mile radius and the treatment 

of these pools protects a lot of neighborhoods. President Mancuso asked if the 

fifty-eight pools that were actually treated would have been identified without the 

aerial fly-over. The District Manager stated that it is most likely that these pools 

would have not been found as they were identified though the aerial survey. The 

District Manager stated that with fewer foreclosures, the District may be able to 

find a more accurate identifying method of neglected pools or limit the 

geographical area that is flown.  
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c)  John Albright, Vector Ecologist – Vector Ecology Report – The Vector Ecologist 

stated that the graphs included in his report are available on the District’s website. 

He is updating the data on the website frequently.  

The Vector Ecologist noted that there are pending WNv test result reports for 

several chickens. Three more have been confirmed positive and there are three 

more pending that he believes will be positive. This will bring the number to 

fourteen for the year which is twice as many chicken seroconversions as the 

District has ever had. He noted that the State has had their budget cut for dead 

bird testing. This has affected the dead bird program. We are now swabbing dead 

birds’ mouths and sending samples off for testing. It seems to be taking a two 

week turn-around time to get test results.  

The Vector Ecologist gave a Power Point presentation on an experiment that the 

District conducted as a continuation of an experiment conducted last year. 

Sources of water that mosquitoes breed in are sometimes difficult to find, access 

and treat. The equipment used for adult control over a large area was used to 

apply larval control products to difficult to access areas in an experiment to test its 

effectiveness. The results received the previous year, were better than the results 

obtained this year. It is possible that something operational made the difference. 

The Vector Ecologist stated that the results will be further analyzed and more 

tests will be run next year.  

 

10. Committee Reports 

a) Executive –  

b) Financial – 9/17/13- It was noted that the Finance Committee had met to discuss 

some proposed payroll administration changes. This will be discussed with the 

Board when there is more information. 

c) Personnel –  

d) Oversight Committee Reports –  

 

11. Old Business: None 

 

12. New Business:  

a) Discussion and/or Approval of a Service Agreement between Shasta Mosquito 

and Vector Control District and Keenan & Associates establishing a Health 

Reimbursement Arrangement – The District Manager stated that to execute the 

Health Reimbursement arrangement with Keenan and Associates through 

December 21st, 2017 at a cost not to exceed a onetime consulting fee of $2,900, 

and a monthly minimum of $75 per month administration cost from account 

#34800 Professional and Specialized  Services, items 12a, 12b and 12c all needed 

to be implemented. Based on negotiations, changes to the District retiree medical 

package were enacted. In order to facilitate these changes the District is proposing 

to setup an outside annuity that is funded quarterly. This annuity will make each 

retiree whole for the amount between the agreed retiree medical and the minimum 

employer contribution (MEC). Keenan is currently our insurance broker for 

vision, dental and miscellaneous voluntary insurance items. They are also 

proposing to be our broker to engage the third party administrator Mid-America 

Administrative & Retirement Solutions, Inc. to create and manage our retiree 

medical payments. Although a cost is associated with the establishment of a 

retiree medical administrator outside of our CERBT irrevocable trust, staff 

believes taking on the administration of the retiree medical would be a significant 
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labor drain in the future when we have more than our current retiree pool. This 

first agenda item will establish the District’s relationship with Keenan and 

Associates regarding the administration of the new annuity. The cost per retiree is 

$7.00 per month. The other options include administering the retiree medical 

ourselves through the CERBT or researching other Health Reimbursement 

administration companies. The District Manager stated that Mid-America will be 

funded quarterly and will pay the difference to the retirees between the MEC and 

the amount of the premium owed to the retirees on behalf of the District. Retirees 

should not see a difference, other than a portion of their money will now come 

from Mid-America and a portion from CalPERS. The second item authorizes the 

District Manager to execute the Health Reimbursement arrangement with Mid-

America Administrative and Retirement Solutions, Inc. The third agenda item 

adopts Resolution 2013-12 establishing a Health Reimbursement Arrangement. 

President Mancuso asked if this had been reviewed by the District’s attorney. The 

District Manager stated that these could be reviewed by counsel and 

recommended that all three could be passed at once and that a review by legal 

counsel could be a part of the motion. A motion was made by Trustee Mower 

and seconded by Trustee Morgan and it was agreed unanimously, following 

legal review, to 12a) enter into a Service Agreement between Shasta 

Mosquito and Vector Control District and Keenan & Associates establishing 

a Health Reimbursement Arrangement; to 12b) authorize the District 

Manager to sign a Service Agreement Health Reimbursement Arrangement 

between Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District and Keenan & 

Associates and MidAmerica and to 12c) Approve adopting Resolution No. 

2013-12 Establishing a Health Reimbursement Arrangement (HRA). 

 

b) Discussion and/or Approval to authorize the District Manager to sign a Service 

Agreement Health Reimbursement Arrangement between Shasta Mosquito and 

Vector Control District and Keenan & Associates and MidAmerica. - Voted as a 

group: items 12a, 12b, and 12c. 

 

c) Discussion and/or Approval to adopt Resolution No. 2013-12 Establishing a 

Health Reimbursement Arrangement (HRA) – Voted as a group: items 12a, 12b, 

and 12c. 

 

d) Discussion and/or Approval for the Manager to enter into an agreement with 

Matson & Isom to conduct the District’s 2012-2013 Financial Audit. - The 

District Manager stated that this item is for approval to authorize the District 

Manager to engage Matson and Isom to perform the following services: 

 The Annual Report of Financial Transactions of Special Districts-State 

Controller Report 

 Audit the financial statements of the governmental activities and each 

major fund in accordance with Governmental Auditing Standards 

At a cost not to exceed $11,000 from account # 34806-Auditing. This is the third 

and final year in the agreement with Matson and Isom. A motion was made by 

Trustee Marler and seconded by Trustee Morgan and it was agreed 

unanimously to authorize the Manager to enter into an agreement with 

Matson & Isom to conduct the District’s 2012-2013 Financial Audit. 
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e) Discussion and/or approval to amend the 2013-2014 fiscal year budget increasing 

Account 061063 Fish Program Expansion by $500.00 and decreasing Fund 

Balance by $500.00. – The District Manger stated that items needed to complete 

the Aquaculture project were purchased in June 2013 which fell in the 2012-2013 

fiscal year. When the project was being installed in August 2013, it was 

discovered that some of the items purchased at Home Depot needed to be returned 

and different items purchased for the proper installation of the project. Home 

Depot issued a credit for the returned items which were purchased in the 2012-

2013 fiscal year and this credit needs to be accrued to that year. The items 

purchased to replace the returned items were purchased in the 2013-2014 fiscal 

year and need to be expensed to that year. Because the Aquaculture project was 

budgeted for in the 2012-2013 fiscal year and was at that time considered 

complete, there was no money budgeted in the current fiscal year. This item is on 

the agenda to amend the 2013-2014 fiscal year budget to increase account 061063 

Fish Program Expansion from $0 to $500 to pay the invoices for the items that 

were purchased this fiscal year. A motion was made by Trustee Mower and 

seconded by Trustee Marler and it was agreed unanimously to amend the 

2013-2014 fiscal year budget increasing Account 061063 Fish Program 

Expansion by $500.00 and decreasing Fund Balance by $500.00. 
 

13. Trustee Comments, Requests for Future Agendas Items and/ or Staff Actions: The Board 

may not legally take action on any item presented at this time other than to direct staff to 

investigate a complaint or place an item on a future agenda unless (1) by a majority vote, 

the Board determines that an emergency situation exists, as defined by Government Code 

Section 54956.5, or (2) by a two-thirds vote, the board determines that the need for action 

arose subsequent to the agenda being posted as required by Government Code Section 

54954.2(a). Each presentation is limited to no more than 3 minutes.  

 

14. ADJOURNMENT –  
 

Upcoming Events and SMVCD Office Schedule:  

 

 September 22-27, 2013: SOVE Conference (La Quinta Resort & Club, La 

Quinta CA)  

 October 15, 2013: Shasta MVCD Regular Board of Trustees Meeting 

(SMVCD Boardroom) 

 October 23-25, 2013: MVCAC Fall Meeting (Embassy Suites Monterey Bay-

Seaside) 

 November 11, 2013: SMVCD Office Closed in Observance of Veteran’s Day 

 November 19, 2013: Shasta MVCD Regular Board of Trustees Meeting 

(SMVCD Boardroom) 

 November 28 and 29, 2012: SMVCD Office Closed in Observance of 

Thanksgiving and the Day after Thanksgiving 

 December 5-6, 2013: MVCAC Planning Session (Hilton Garden Inn, 

Sacramento) 

 December 24, 2013: SMVCD Office Closed in Observance of Christmas Eve 

 December 25, 2013: SMVCD Office Closed in Observance of Christmas 

 February 18-21, 2014: MVCAC Annual Conference and Exhibitor Showcase 

(Hilton San Diego Resort and Spa) 
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Upcoming Training: 

 October 3, 2013 10:00a.m. - 12:00p.m.: CSDA Webinar - Must Have 

Communication Protocol for District Board Members & Staff 

 Available anytime: web-based, required, (every 2 years) Ethics Compliance 

Training – AB1234 - paste the following link into browser:  

http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477.  Once you have completed this course, be sure 

to print out your certificate of completion and bring a copy to the office for our 

files. 

 

The Board meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 

 

MINUTES APPROVED:  ____________________ _______________________ 

 

___________________  ____________________  _______________________ 

http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477

