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SHASTA MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT 

 January 20, 2015 1:00 P.M. 
District Office, 19200 Latona Road, Anderson, CA 96007 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 
1. Call to Order: District Board President Mr. Tom Mancuso called the meeting to order at 

1:01 P.M.  
   Roll Call 

Trustees Present: Tom Mancuso, President  
Stephen Morgan, Vice President  
Vickie Marler, Secretary  
Larry Mower, Trustee  
   

Trustees Absent: Dale Dondero, Trustee 
 
Others Present: Peter Bonkrude, District Manager  
   Guangye Hu, Assistant Manager 
   John Albright, Vector Ecologist 

Darcy Buckalew, Administrative Office Manager  
Kendra Angel-Adkinson, Assistant Vector Ecologist 
Haley Bastien, Vector Control Assistant  
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Vice President Morgan and seconded by 
Trustee Mower and it was agreed unanimously to approve the agenda.  
 

4. Public Comment: President Mancuso stated that this is the time for any person wishing to 
address the Board to do so.   

 
5. Consent Calendar –  

a) Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held December 16, 2014. 
b) January Payables #22868-#22970 in the amount of $140,091.19. 
A motion was made by Trustee Mower and seconded by Vice President Morgan and 
it was agreed unanimously to approve the Consent Calendar items.   
 

6. Items Removed from the Consent Calendar – 
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7. Correspondence/Informational: 
a) Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District Financial Report at 12/31/2014- 

The District Manager stated that the financial report shows that the District is in line 
with its anticipated expenditures and revenue for this period. The District Manager 
stated the audit is complete and will be on the February agenda. The District 
Manager stated he and the Administrative Office Manager will be meeting with Ms. 
Salisbury, CPA, to discuss the audit and the internal control policy this week.   
 

b) California Arbovirus Surveillance Bulletin #1 - Week of January 9, 2015- The 
District Manager stated that the Bulletin shows the date as of January 9, 2015. The 
District Manager stated this is the first report of the New Year and most of the 
report shows summaries of the 2014 calendar year.    
 

c) Strategic Planning Progress- The District Manager stated items in the report that 
had changed has been highlighted. The District Manager stated that we are on 
course with the majority of items. The District Manager stated that District Manager 
Joel Buettner of Placer MVCD has contacted SMVCD to ask for our District 
Manager to consult on their strategic plan and in turn there is a possibility of Mr. 
Buettner consulting on SMVCD strategic plan. The District Manager stated he 
would keep the board apprised of any information on sharing this strategic plan 
consultation.  

 
d) Presentation-Kendra Angel-Adkinson and Haley Bastien- Overwintering 

Mosquitoes-  Ms. Bastien stated this presentation is about recent research that Ms.  
Adkinson and she were working on for the District.  While every year the district 
has positive mosquito pools, birds, chickens, and in certain years human incidences 
of West Nile virus, we would like to understand why West Nile virus consistently 
occurs in the same areas from year to year. Some of the questions asked in the study 
are; are Corvids or other avians responsible for the location and movement of West 
Nile virus, is it due to a particular pattern of movement among mosquitoes, is it due 
to vertical transmission in mosquitoes, could it be a combination of all of these 
factors. Based on Brittany Nelms, Lake County VCD, work we hypothesized that 
overwintering mosquitoes may hold the answer to our question. Research indicates 
that overwintering mosquitoes are capable of vertical transmission which could lead 
to the presence of West Nile virus early in the summer season. Also, given the 
anomalous activity that occurred with West Nile virus in North Redding this year it 
is our goal to understand factors influencing virus activity. The objective of this 
study is to locate overwintering (October-March) mosquitoes within areas of high 
disease incidence as well as high trap numbers. Collect and test overwintering 
mosquitoes for West Nile virus Inter-district communications with Lake County 
VCD’s Brittany Nelms for advice concerning overwintering mosquitoes. Compare 
overwintering mosquito numbers from year to year; establish correlations.  Some of 
the areas we are looking for the mosquitoes are; public restrooms, old barns, wood 
piles, culverts, concrete water ways, shed, etc. These areas are damp, dark and 
sheltered. We are using an aspirator that allows us to collect mosquitoes off of the 
walls and ceilings of areas. Brittany Nelms at Lake County VCD did her PhD thesis 
on overwintering mosquitoes and C. pipiens f. molestus. She has been helpful in 
suggesting locations and possible areas, as well as methods, to collect mosquitoes. 
Some of the implications could be locating West Nile virus earlier to focus efforts 
early in the season, collecting via aspirator during the season to add another survey 
method, testing collected Anopheles, Culiseta, or Aedes mosquitoes for Cache 
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Valley Fever and adding to research on Culex pipiens f. molestus. President 
Mancuso asked if we know if when the females lay eggs is WNv transmitted into 
the eggs. The Vector Ecologist stated there is not a lot of research on transmitting 
WNv to eggs and there is not enough data to conclude any information. President 
Mancuso asked if they were collecting mosquitoes alive. Ms. Bastien stated they are 
and they are trying to preserve them the best they can. President Mancuso asked 
where the males were, noting that only one male mosquito had been captured. The 
Vector Ecologist stated that the males don’t overwinter. The females usually mate 
and then go into hibernation while the males die off. The males don’t live as long as 
the females, due to lack of food resources in their bodies. Ms. Bastien added that 
they are trying to utilize all the mosquitoes collected for not only our local research 
but for other research statewide. Secretary Marler asked what the next steps were in 
the research. Ms. Bastien stated they would collect as many mosquitoes as they can 
until March when the season will begin. Vice-President Morgan asked if we would 
see data in another year. Ms. Bastien stated it will probably be two to three years 
until we have hard data to present.  

 
8. Manager’s Report - The District Manager stated we have kicked off the New Year with a 

continued focus on physical control projects, the financial management transition and the 
beginning stages of the District lab remodel. With the New Year we also will begin the 
budgeting process for 2015-2016, we have many projects planned for the new fiscal year, 
so this budget will be an important one. After Geoff Taylor tendered his resignation, we 
began recruiting for the replacement Field Supervisor position. The hope is to keep the 
position posted through January and interview candidates in February. The District 
Manager added he would also like to draw everyone’s attention to the 2014 Annual Report, 
it would be impossible to describe how important Valerie Peterson’s contribution is to the 
creation of the Annual Report, but I think it’s easy to see how every year looks better than 
the year before. The District Manager added he is always impressed with the level of 
information, detail and creativity the PR Committee (Guangye Hu, Kendra Angel-
Adkinson, Darcy Buckalew, John Albright and Valerie Peterson) bring to this document 
every year. Finally, we’ve been in communication with the Johnson Property owners and 
are working to find a resolution that will match the District’s goals of protecting the public 
from vector-borne diseases. The District Manager added he met at the District offices with 
four architectural firms to discuss capital improvements.  We reached out to six different 
firms and we were hoping to have a face to face meeting with all of them but only four had 
responded to our initial contact.  We have created a letter requesting preliminary design 
services for the District laboratory and operations, including a needs analysis and 
conceptual drawings for a space remodel project to begin and potentially complete this 
project in the 2015-2016 fiscal year. The deadline for these proposals is February 11, 2015 
and we are anticipating having some more information and some space solutions for this 
project at the February board meeting.  

 
9. Department Reports: 

 
a)  Guangye Hu, Ph.D., Assistant Manager - Operations Report – The Assistant Manager 

stated that Joe Mimbs, retired annuitant, began work today on a part time basis. During 
this report period the operations staff focused on brushing projects, equipment and 
vehicle winterizing, maintenance of buildings and grounds, education and training, and 
indoor mosquito fish maintenance. The Assistant Manager added that the physical 
control projects included; brushing, ditch cleaning, controlled burning, cleaning and 
debris removing, and herbiciding to reduce or eliminate mosquito breeding sources, 
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eliminate mosquito habitats, and make inaccessible areas accessible for fogging and 
inspecting and treating mosquito sources. The District also utilized the CalFire Sugar 
Pine inmate crew to work on various sites. The In-house crew carried out brushing and 
burning projects at the Anderson River Park, Adobe Road Fish and Wildlife property 
and herbicided Anderson Septic ponds and McMann’s Drain (South St/Athens Ave, 
Redding). The Safety Committee conducted a review of 2014 District safety: the District 
took proactive measures to focus on staff training, in-time inspections, and worked 
vigorously to eliminate safety hazards. No employees were hurt or sickened from work-
related activities during this year. Secretary Marler stated that the employees did a great 
job and the safety record was confirmation.  
 

b) John Albright, Vector Ecologist – Vector Ecology Report –The Vector Ecologist stated 
the vector ecology staff did some trapping directed at cool weather mosquitoes as part of 
our attempt to test for the presence of Cache Valley virus in this area.  However, as the 
weather got colder in December CO2-baited trap counts decreased to the point that we 
weren't catching any mosquitoes at all by mid-December.  To date there have not been 
enough mosquitoes caught during this project to submit any to UC Davis for virus 
testing. The Vector Ecologist completed the process of getting a Scientific Research and 
Collecting Permit for tick collection in the Whiskeytown National Recreation Area.  
This enabled the District to add two new surveillance sites in the Whiskeytown area.  
District personnel are now doing weekly tick collection at 17 sites throughout the 
District as weather and scheduling allow. The District has been "pooling" the collected 
Ixodes pacificus ticks in samples of three to five ticks.  These are being placed in vials, 
frozen and sent to Placer MVCD for storage.  They will be tested for Borrelia 
burgdorferi (Lyme disease bacteria) and related diseases once Placer has their new 
testing protocols in place (sometime in January).  The District has submitted 25 pools of 
ticks that were caught in November and 76 pools of ticks caught in December so far 
(101 total pools comprised of 453 ticks). The Vector Ecologist added that he was 
contacted by Marin-Sonoma MVCD about testing our ticks we sent them in 2013. Their 
machine had broken in 2013 and is just now available to test again. There will be no 
charge for this testing however a sample (2013) came back positive in the Inwood area. 
President Mancuso asked if this was one of the 17 sites listed. The Vector Ecologist 
stated at the beginning of this season we removed this area as a collection site.  Vice-
President Morgan asked if we have heard from Placer MVCD when they will start tick 
testing. The District Manager stated he heard from Placer on Friday and they are 
working with some other entities protocols and should have more information at the 
February board meeting. We have been sending Placer MVCD our ticks and they plan 
on testing them as soon as protocols are worked out and agreed upon. Secretary Marler 
asked if this will be a bad season for fleas and if fleas carry any diseases like ticks. The 
Vector Ecologist stated that fleas carry plague. The District Manager stated in our area 
plague is the main concern. The more susceptible animals are felines. If you live in a 
rural or semi-rural environment rodent control is necessary. Ground squirrels play role 
in plague transmission as well as deer mice and field mice. The District Manager added 
using flea prevention for your animal is also a necessary step for disease control. 
President Mancuso asked if we got involved with flea control. The District Manager 
stated we would only get involved if there was an outbreak.  
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10. Committee Reports 

a) Executive –  
b) Financial –  
c) Personnel –  
d) Oversight Committee Reports – 
e) Capital Improvements Ad Hoc Committee-  

 
11. Old Business:  

Discussion of Continued Resolution NO. 2014-12;  A Resolution of The Board of Trustees 
of The Shasta Mosquito And Vector Control District Ordering Abatement of Public 
Nuisance on The Johnson Property APN# 090-370-003-000. The District Manager stated 
after consulting our attorney as to using heavy equipment on the property we have been 
advised to attain a separate warrant for that purpose. We can however, abate the property 
by hand by contacting the owner prior and then we can enter the property and do clearing 
with labor, equipment and materials. The District Manager stated that we just got contacted 
by Maire, Burgess and Deedon, our local attorneys, that create our blanket warrant each 
season and we are going to engage with them regarding the issue with the Johnson property 
to see if we can combine it with the blanket warrant we get for the pools each year or if this 
will need to be a separate warrant.  The District Manager stated we just recently contacted 
Mr. Johnson, the manager of the property, informing him that we will be coming onto the 
property with the Sugar Pine crew to start clearing. Mr. Johnson returned the phone call 
and seemed to be confused as to what has happened over the last year with the abatement 
order and what the issues are with the property. The District Manager stated it is in our best 
interest to engage the property owner before we charge an entity that may or may not 
understand what is happening with this abatement. The District Manager stated we should 
try one more time to educate the Johnsons on what has occurred, so they understand they 
will be responsible for work on the property including all the inspection, larvicide and the 
con-crew work done that even on a maintenance level they are responsible for the cost 
incurred. The District Manager added time wise we have enough time to do our due 
diligence and make one last attempt at communication and get the work done before the 
season starts. It makes the most sense moving forward to have one last communication 
attempt before civil fines are imposed. If we get the same challenge then we will engage 
the board in February to begin the civil fine process. Our main concern is getting this work 
on the property done prior to the season beginning to prevent as many mosquitoes from 
producing there as we can. President Mancuso asked if we were discussing this issue with 
the mother or the son. The District Manager stated we have discussed this with both of 
them. The mother, Florence Johnson defers to her son regarding the property so we refer to 
him as the property manager. Ms. Johnson is still the property owner. Vice President 
Morgan stated it may be useful to engage the mother face to face one more time and 
informing her of the seriousness of this issue. The District Manager stated he would speak 
with Field Supervisor Alexander and develop a day and time to go speak with Ms. Johnson. 
The District Manager stated he will have an update for the board as to the outcome of the 
communication process at the February board meeting.  

   
12. New Business: 

a) Discussion and/or Approval for two District representatives (hotel and meals for one 
paid by VCJPA) to attend the 2015 VCJPA Annual Workshop and the VCJPA Board of 
Directors’ Meeting – Walnut Creek Embassy Suites Hotel, March 5-6, 2015: in an 
amount not to exceed $720.00 from account #035900 Trans/Travel, account #035949 
Trans/Meals and account #035950 Trans/Lodging. The VCJPA Annual workshop 
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consists of a “nuts and bolts” workshop describing the way VCJPA functions and how 
each District can properly administer their program. VCJPA will pay for one attendee’s 
food and lodging. This meeting should provide useful information for an entity that 
serves as both an insurance administrator and the carrier of District funds for future 
liabilities. Currently, we plan to send the Administrative Office Manager and another 
representative either the District Manager or a Trustee. A motion was made by Vice 
President Morgan and seconded by Trustee Mower and it was agreed 
unanimously to approve two District representatives (hotel and meals for one paid 
by VCJPA) to attend the 2015 VCJPA Annual Workshop and the VCJPA Board 
of Directors’ Meeting – Walnut Creek Embassy Suites Hotel, March 5-6, 2015: in 
an amount not to exceed $720.00 from account #035900 Trans/Travel, account 
#035949 Trans/Meals and account #035950 Trans/Lodging. 
 

b) Discussion and/or Approval to of the Draft 2014 SMVCD Annual Report. The District 
Manager stated this report represents an informal accounting of the District’s operations 
for the 2014 calendar year. District staff has continued to evolve the District’s Annual 
Report. Our hope is that by constantly altering our format the report will continue to be 
interesting and fun to read for our stake-holders while still providing significant 
information. This report is sent to all Cities and the Board of Supervisors. Additionally, 
staff will be scheduling Board and Council appearances to present the Annual Report to 
the various entities. The District Manager credited Valerie Peterson and all the members 
of the PR committee for a job well done. President Mancuso stated that the annual report 
looked great, the other board members agreed. A motion was made by Trustee Mower 
and seconded by Vice President Morgan and it was agreed unanimously to approve 
the Draft 2014 SMVCD Annual Report.  
 

c) Discussion and/or Approval to solicit bids and approval to provide the District Manager 
with authorization to purchase and pay from the lowest responsible bidder the 
following mosquito control products. In an amount not to exceed $39,481.00 from 
account #032100-Agricultural/Pesticides. Some of these products or amounts may 
change dependent on the bidding process. The District Manager will provide an 
itemized accounting of the awarded bidders at the March Board Meeting. The District 
Manager stated the District strives to reduce pesticide purchases to (2) per year to 
reduce processing and administration time used during the purchasing procedures. This 
purchase represents the last of two expected during the 2014-2015 fiscal year. The 
District Manager added we purchased a lot of adulticide at the beginning of the fiscal 
year. Larvicides are a concern depending on how soon the season begins. President 
Mancuso asked if we were concerned about a product not being available. The District 
Manager stated last year a few items were in high demand but we don’t anticipate 
running out at this point. If there were a need for more it would fall under emergency in 
our budget. A motion was made by Secretary Marler and seconded by Vice 
President Morgan and it was agreed unanimously to authorize the District 
Manager to solicit bids with authorization to purchase and pay from the lowest 
responsible bidder the following mosquito control products. In an amount not to 
exceed $39,481.00 from account #032100-Agricultural/Pesticides. Some of these 
products or amounts may change dependent on the bidding process. The District 
Manager will provide an itemized accounting of the awarded bidders at the March 
Board Meeting.   
 

d) Discussion, nomination and election of District Board of Trustees’ Officers for 2015.  
The terms of Board officers are for one year and expire with this meeting. It is 
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appropriate to nominate and elect a President, Vice President and Secretary of the 
Board. Currently Tom Mancuso is serving as President; Stephen Morgan is serving as 
Vice President and Vickie Marler is serving as Secretary.  Trustee Mower nominated 
Trustee Morgan for President and it was accepted and agreed unanimously. 
Trustee Mower nominated Trustee Marler for Vice President and it was accepted 
and agreed unanimously. Trustee Mancuso nominated Trustee Mower for 
Secretary and it was accepted and agreed unanimously.  

 
e) Approval and/or discussion to have the Board President select the 2015 members for 

the following standing committees: Executive Committee, Finance Committee and 
Personnel Committee. When issues become complex or numerous, it can be 
cumbersome to have them handled by the entire board. Therefore, the establishment of 
committees can facilitate a more in-depth analysis of the issues and policies that face 
the District. These committees must still conform to all open meeting laws (Brown Act) 
that pertain to regular meetings of the Board of Trustees. Additionally, committees can 
only make recommendations to the Board; only the entire Board can approve actions. 
The assignment’s given to the committee members may be made by the Board 
President, a majority vote of the Board, or on their own initiative. The following 
standing committees are recommended, however additional committees may be 
proposed. The Executive Committee oversees the operations of the Board; often works 
on behalf of the board during on-demand activities that occur between meetings. This 
committee is involved in the evaluation of the District Manager. The committee is 
comprised of the Board President and another board member (2 member committee). 
Finance Committee oversees development of the District budget and ensures accurate 
tracking, monitoring, and accountability for District funds. Maintains adequate 
financial control and in some cases makes investing recommendations to the Board (2 
member committee). Personnel Committee guides development and reviews personnel 
policies and procedures and is involved in the analysis of all issues related to personnel. 
Additionally, the Personnel committee works in coordination with the Executive 
committee to perform the evaluation of the District Manager (2 member committee). 
After Board discussion the Executive Committee will consist of Trustee Mancuso and 
President Morgan. The Finance Committee will consist of Vice-President Marler 
serving as Chair and Trustee Mancuso. The Personnel Committee will consist of 
President Morgan serving as Chair and Secretary Mower.  
   

13. Trustee Comments, Requests for Future Agendas Items and/ or Staff Actions: The 
Board may not legally take action on any item presented at this time other than to 
direct staff to investigate a complaint or place an item on a future agenda unless (1) by 
a majority vote, the Board determines that an emergency situation exists, as defined by 
Government Code Section 54956.5, or (2) by a two-thirds vote, the board determines 
that the need for action arose subsequent to the agenda being posted as required by 
Government Code Section 54954.2(a). Each presentation is limited to no more than 3 
minutes.  President Morgan distributed an article on “Hybrid ‘super mosquito’ 
resistant to insecticide-treated bed nets” from the University of California Davis. 
President Morgan stated it was an interesting article due to resistance. There 
are not a lot of options of mosquito protection for the people of Africa. Trustee 
Mancuso asked if this was for the mosquitoes primarily in Africa. The District 
Manager stated it was in Africa currently, however, if resistance continues it 
could eventually affect the products we use locally.    
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14. ADJOURNMENT – 
Upcoming Events and SMVCD Office Schedule:  
 February 17, 2015: Shasta MVCD Regular Board of Trustees Meeting (SMVCD boardroom) 
 March 5-6, 2015: VCJPA Annual Workshop, Walnut Creek, CA 
 March 17, 2015: Shasta MVCD Regular Board of Trustees Meeting (SMVCD Boardroom) 
 March 29-April 2, 2015: AMCA 81st Annual Meeting, Hilton, New Orleans, LA 
 April 30-May 1st, 2015: MVCAC Spring Meeting, Doubletree Hotel 

 
Upcoming Training: 

 Available anytime: web-based, required (every 2 years) Ethics Compliance 
Training – AB1234 - paste the following link into browser:  
http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477.  Once you have completed this course, be sure 
to print out your certificate of completion and bring a copy to the office for our 
files. 

 
The Board meeting was adjourned at 2:10p.m. 
 
MINUTES APPROVED:  ____________________ _______________________ 
 
___________________  ____________________  _______________________ 


