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SHASTA MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT 

August 18, 2015 1:00 P.M. 
District Office, 19200 Latona Road, Anderson, CA 96007 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 
1. Call to Order: District Board President Mr. Stephen Morgan called the meeting to order at 

1:00 P.M.  
   Roll Call 

Trustees Present: Stephen Morgan, President  
   Vickie Marler, Vice President  

Larry Mower, Secretary  
Tom Mancuso, Trustee 
Dale Dondero, Trustee 
  

Trustees Absent: None 
 
Others Present: Peter Bonkrude, District Manager  
   Guangye Hu, Assistant Manager 
   John Albright, Vector Ecologist 

Darcy Buckalew, Administrative Office Manager  
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. Trustee Tom 
Mancuso led the pledge of allegiance. 

 
3. Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Secretary Mower and seconded by Trustee 

Mancuso and it was agreed unanimously to approve the agenda.  
 

4. Public Comment: President Morgan stated that this is the time for any person wishing to 
address the Board to do so. 

 
5. Consent Calendar –  

a) Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting and Public Hearing held July 21, 2015. 
b) August Payables in the amount of $447,082.64. 
A motion was made by Trustee Mancuso and seconded by Secretary Mower and it 
was agreed unanimously to approve the Consent Calendar items.   
 

6. Items Removed from the Consent Calendar – 
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7. Correspondence/Informational: 

a) Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District Financial Report at 7/31/2015- 
The District Manager stated that we are at the beginning of the fiscal year with the 
new financial system. He also stated that the new financial reports look similar to the 
previous however with the new system we are able to utilize the QuickBooks 
reporting feature and not have to use two systems. We will try a few other reporting 
features to see how the board likes them. The District Manager stated that we 
received an addendum to the Shasta County account after we had mailed the board 
packet. The County will not be closing their books until September or October so we 
will not have a final number until then. 
 

b) California Arbovirus Surveillance Bulletin #23 - Week of August 7, 2015 – The 
District Manager stated that the Bulletin shows as of August 7, 2015. This year to 
date, there have been 1333 WNv positive pools in twenty-eight counties as well as St. 
Louis encephalitis virus (SLEV) in Riverside County. This is the first detection of 
SLEV since 2003. Last year at this time there were 1268 WNv positive pools in 
twenty-nine counties.  As of August 5 there are 18 human cases reported from six 
counties. There is still one WNv fatality in Nevada County. Butte County has 6 of the 
18 WNv human cases. The District Manager stated that we will be releasing a press 
release due to our record high WNv positive pools; we do not have a human case as 
of this date.   

 
c) Compliments to the District Employees -The District Manager stated that the District 

had received compliments on our program and staff. A man on Fairwind Dr. 
(Northwest of the Fairgrounds) stopped to tell Seasonal Angela Swigart, thank you 
and that we must be doing a really good job because he hasn’t been bit by one 
mosquito this summer.  Corey sent an email giving credit to Angela and Darrell. A 
Cottonwood resident in the Granola Swamp Way area called to put in a service 
request. Corey had requested a floater trap at the end of Ark Way because of high 
mosquito counts. She wanted to know about the results of that trap and wanted to let 
us know she was still having a lot of mosquitoes. Her and her husband wanted to let 
us know how much they appreciate Technician Corey Boyer and all the work he has 
done to keep them safe. She said that he was very informative and took his time to 
explain how our program works.  

 
d) Shasta County Pooled Investments at 6/30/15. The District Manager stated this is an 

accounting of Shasta County Pooled Investments. 
 

e) VCJPA Member and Property Contingency Funds at 6/30/15.  The District Manager 
stated that this is the District’s VCJPA Member Contingency Fund at the quarter and 
fiscal year ending 6/30/15 showing a balance of $411,177. The Property Contingency 
Fund at the quarter and fiscal year ending 6/30/15 showing a balance of $29,998. Our 
prudent fund balance as of 6/30/15 is $189,059 over what is required to have in the 
member contingency fund.  
 

f) Strategic Plan Draft 2015-2019- The District Manager stated there were four strategic 
issues that were identified after the initial strategic planning session facilitated by Joel 
Buettner, General Manager Placer MVCD.  The District staff broke into groups of 
interest and met independently to discuss the strategic plan. Each group was formed 
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with lead persons and followed discussions on specific objectives, strategies and 
specific goals, all of which are summarized in the attachments. The four strategic 
issues are as follows; Program Development- To identify the programmatic goals for 
the next 5 years Legislative and Regulatory Engagement- To better engage the 
District in legislative and regulatory issues locally, statewide and nationally. External 
Communications- To provide more consistent, clear and timely information to the 
largest audience possible. Strengthen District culture- To improve morale, 
interpersonal communication and foster a team atmosphere between staff, 
management and trustees. The District Manager stated that he would like the board to 
look it over and if there are any questions or concerns let the staff know. Trustee 
Mancuso stated it he liked the layout of the document, very informative. The District 
Manager stated he is working on bringing it back to the board for approval in 
September.  

 
 

8. Manager’s Report –The District Manager stated this report period was focused on WNv 
response. District staff has been dedicating their time to reducing mosquito numbers and 
disease transmission in the one of the hottest summers on record. These temperatures are 
partly responsible for our increase in mosquito numbers when compared to the year prior, 
and could also be keeping our WNv positive mosquito pool numbers up. In addition to the 
WNv response, we have continued talks with Hayashida and expect to bring something to the 
ad hoc build committee before the end of the month for discussion. Staff is also in ongoing 
talks with Sierra Pacific to build a pilot project that injects mosquito control products into the 
water system they use to keep the log decks moist. This technique has shown to be effective 
at other districts and we are excited to see if it will reduce our mosquito populations, 
application cost or potentially both; we plan to present more to the Board as we progress on 
the program. Trustee Mancuso asked if this system will pump the product on the logs every 
day. The District Manager stated it would five days a week. We are hoping this will reduce 
costs and increase efficiency. Finally, we are very close to finalizing the Strategic plan for 
the next 5 years at the district. Staff has had many good conversations about the direction of 
the district and we hope the board is as ready as we are to implement these priorities moving 
forward. The District Manager stated he presented to the Shasta Association of Realtors with 
hopes of including them in the neglected swimming pool cycle next season and in the future.  
The District Manager added that a human case of plague has been discovered in the 
Yosemite area. The California Department of Public Health was notified on August 2, 2015 
that a physician reported a case of plague. They did surveillance and trapping to discover 
abandoned burrows, low number of ground squirrels and high numbers of fleas in burrows 
and at burrow openings. The CDPH closed two campgrounds in the Yosemite area for flea 
treatment. The CDPH dusted 870 burrows to kill the fleas. After treatment it was found to be 
successful. Vice President Marler asked what dusting was. The District Manager stated they 
apply a dust substance in the entrance and inside the burrows to kill the fleas as well as set up 
pre-dusted tubes in hopes that the squirrels or rodents that enter the tube will get the dust on 
them to kill the fleas present on the rodent and their burrow. It’s the fleas on the animal that 
transmits the disease very few squirrels or rodents are ever killed.      
  

9. Department Reports: 
 

a)   Guangye Hu, Ph.D., Assistant Manager - Operations Report – The Assistant Manager 
stated during this report period two of our seasonal staff are moving on, Nicolas Kidwell, 
has left the District for a position with Shasta County and Angela Swigart, will depart by 
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the end of this week to return to school fulltime.  We want to thank them for their 
contributions to the district. We rely heavily on our seasonal staff to handle the surge in 
mosquito control work between April and October. Since only a few weeks remain before 
the end of the season, it is impractical to hire their replacements. Therefore, both 
Operations and the Lab will have to manage the workload with available workforce. 
Service Requests. The District received a total of 33 service requests from 7 communities 
during this report period, including 12 for mosquito complaints, 14 for mosquitofish, 5 for 
dead birds, and 2 for neglected swimming pools. Inspection and Treatment. The staff 
inspected 2,889 sites; carried out 354 larviciding, 114 adulticiding, and 5 herbiciding 
missions; and released mosquito fish to 69 water bodies. Neglected swimming pools 
usually breed Culex mosquitoes that transmit West Nile virus. One unmaintained pool can 
produce more than a million mosquitoes during the season. In 2015, the District continued 
to use Franklin Aerial Service to identify neglected swimming pools. A total of 246 pools 
were identified for field technicians to inspect.  The results showed that 35% of the pools 
were maintained, 21% had no mosquito larvae or pupae found, 16% had mosquitofish 
present, 5% were not pools, 3% were colored pools, 3% needed warrants to access, and 
17%  were treated with either pesticides or mosquitofish. Of the 246 pools, 52% were first 
time inspected and 48% were previously inspected, indicating that after several years of 
continuous effort, the aerial program was still a valuable tool used to locate undetected 
pools. In comparison, the District identified 697 neglected pools in 2013, 331 in 2014, and 
246 in 2015. The decrease of identified pools resulted in saving staff time. The numbers of 
warrants posted to access the pools have been decreased from 43 in 2013 and 23 in 2014 
to 7 in this year. Trustee Mancuso asked what comes up in the aerial program that shows 
as a pool but after inspection is not. The Assistant Manager stated that the most common 
is trampolines being mistaken for pools. The District Manager added that we also had a 
break in the main water line at the District that Kevin, Kelly and Corey have all helped to 
repair. It was from an old system that was not marked on plans and took some time to find 
leak and reroute the water to restore to the district. Trustee Mancuso asked if the valve is 
in place to reroute for shut off. The District Manager stated that Kevin has repaired the 
leak and installed a shut off valve.   
 

a)  John Albright, Vector Ecologist – Vector Ecology Report –The Vector Ecologist stated the 
very high temperatures at the beginning of the report period led to accelerated mosquito 
breeding and, therefore, mosquito populations at or exceeding seasonal norms generally in 
both our 41 CO2-baited encephalitis virus surveillance (EVS) traps and 18 New Jersey-
style light traps. Dramatic drops in the trap counts at the end of the report period are 
probably due to several different factors.  Operations were successful at locating some 
new mosquito sources in problem areas.  They also conducted extensive larviciding at 
known problem areas such as the lumber mills in Anderson and the City of Shasta Lake.  
No doubt these efforts contributed to the drop in adult mosquito populations. Additionally 
moderating temperatures likely slowed the rate of mosquito breeding throughout the 
District.  Also, the continued drought, as well as the water use restrictions caused by the 
drought, has probably led to a bit of a reduction in mosquito-breeding sources.  Finally, a 
seasonal reduction in overall mosquito numbers is a normal occurrence every year in 
August as breeding sources are cooled by longer nights and cooler nighttime temperatures. 
The level of West Nile virus (WNV) detection within the District is very similar to what 
we experienced in 2014.  Year-to-date WNV activity is summarized in the chart below.  
WNV activity rose dramatically during the report period.  Peak WNV activity typically 
occurs between the last half of July and the end of August. No human or horse cases of 
WNV have been detected within the District so far in 2015. Although the majority of 
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WNV activity has been found in the more south-central areas of the District, WNV 
detection has been widespread this year.  Areas affected so far include Igo, Old Shasta, 
Millville, Shingletown, east and west Cottonwood and most areas in between.  The Vector 
Ecologist stated that since he started working for the District there have been two 
mosquito diseases in California. St. Louis encephalitis and West Nile virus. WNv has been 
only been found since 2004 until now. Riverside County has six mosquito pools that tested 
positive for St. Louis encephalitis Virus (SLEV). This is the first time since 2003 that 
SLEV has been detected in California. The Vector Ecologist added that after West Nile 
virus was first detected in California in 2004 SLEV had seemed to disappear. SLEV hasn’t 
been seen in sentinel chickens or in mosquito pools since WNv was detected.  The 
scientist community had always wondered what happened to SLEV. SLEV was first 
detected in 1933 during an outbreak spreading throughout the western hemisphere and it 
was the only neuroinvasive mosquito-borne virus in North America until WNv appeared 
in 1999. WNv was first mistaken for SLEV when it was first detected in the United States. 
Crows were dying in New York and SLEV was not known to kill birds so that was the 
difference.  Research of SLEV was the reason that in 1953 California created the 
Arbovirus surveillance program. Since the detection of SLEV during a large epidemic in 
St. Louis MO which claimed the lives of 225 people there have been approximately 41 
outbreaks in the US. SLEV is transmitted primarily by the Culex mosquito the same 
mosquito that transmits WNv. SLEV has also been detected in Arizona. There have also 
been eight human cases and one suspected death from SLEV.  
  

10. Committee Reports 

a) Executive –  
b) Financial –  
c) Personnel –  
d) Oversight Committee-Trustee Mancuso stated the committee met and approved 

three resolutions that were already approved at a previous meeting.  
e) Capital Improvements Ad Hoc Committee-The District Manager suggested the 

name be changed to Ad Hoc Build Committee. The change will take place on next 
agenda.  
 

11. Old Business:  
   

12. New Business: 
a) Discussion and/or Possible Nomination to the California Special Districts Association 

(CSDA) Board of Directors, Northern Network Seat A and also the 2016 CSDA 
Committee & Expert Feedback Team Participation.– The District Manager stated that 
Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District is a member of the California Special 
Districts Association (CSDA). This item is on the agenda in the event that the Board 
wishes to nominate a board member or managerial employee for election to the CSDA 
Board of Directors or Committee & Expert Feedback Team Participation. CSDA 
reimburses directors for their related expenses for Board and Committee meetings as 
outlined in their policy. Reimbursement for expenses associated with required 
attendance at CSDA’a two annual events would have to be provided by the District.   
No Action Taken. 
 

b) Discussion and/or opportunity to nominate a trustee candidate to represent the 
Mosquito and Vector Control Districts of the Sacramento Region as their trustee 
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representative on the MVCAC Trustee Council. The District Manager stated that 
MVCAC provides quality public information, comprehensive mosquito and vector-
borne disease surveillance, training to high professional standards, and effective 
legislative advocacy on behalf of California mosquito and vector control districts. In 
addition to pursuing the objectives of the Association Board of Directors, it will be the 
purpose and goal of the Trustee Council to advise the Association regarding policy, 
fiscal, budgetary and legislative matters, and to provide appropriate support to actions 
initiated by the Association. This is an opportunity for the Board to nominate a trustee 
candidate to represent the Mosquito and Vector Control Districts of the Sacramento 
Region as their trustee representative on the MVCAC Trustee Council for a two-year 
term commencing January 1, 2016 and ending December 31, 2017. The Trustee 
Council meets at least once during each Association Board meeting and conference. 
The Chair or a majority of the voting members also may call a special meeting at any 
time by giving at least 10 days prior written notice to each voting member and to each 
Corporate Member. The Council-voting members may hold a special meeting by 
telephone conference call. The District would be responsible for the reimbursement of 
appropriate and necessary travel expenses. President Morgan stated he would be 
interested in the opportunity. The District Manager stated he could draft a letter for the 
nomination. A motion was made by Secretary Mower and Seconded by Vice 
President Marler and it was agreed unanimously to nominate trustee candidate 
Morgan to represent the Mosquito and Vector Control Districts of the Sacramento 
Region as their trustee representative on the MVCAC Trustee Council. 
 

c) Discussion and/or approval for up to (2) individuals to attend the 2015 Mosquito and 
Vector Control Association of California (MVCAC) Fall Meeting in San Diego, CA at 
a cost not to exceed $750.00 per person from accounts #35950 Lodging, #35900 Travel 
Expenses, #35941 Travel Mileage, and #35949 Meals. The District Manager stated that 
the MVCAC Fall Meeting is an educational and networking opportunity consisting of 
training, workshops, committee meetings and a Board Meeting. The District Manager 
currently serves on the IT Committee, the Regulatory Affairs Committee and is the 
regional representative on the MVCAC Board. This is a budgeted expense. A motion 
was made by Trustee Mancuso and seconded by Secretary Mower and it was 
agreed unanimously to approve to (2) individuals to attend the 2015 Mosquito and 
Vector Control Association of California (MVCAC) Fall Meeting in San Diego, 
CA at a cost not to exceed $750.00 per person from accounts #35950 Lodging, 
#35900 Travel Expenses, #35941 Travel Mileage, and #35949 Meals.    
 

CLOSED SESSION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES - The Board convened to Closed Session 
at 1:55 P.M. 

d) Public Employee Personnel Matter pursuant to Government Code (§54957)—
Consideration of performance review and employment status of Assistant Manager. 

 
e) Employee Personnel Matter pursuant to Government Code (§54957)—

Consideration of performance review and employment status of District Manager.     
 
THE BOARD WILL RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION – The Board reconvened to Open 
Session at 2:20 P.M. 
 

f) Closed Session Announcement(s). – President Morgan stated that the Board had 
given the District Manager directions for the Assistant Manager’s performance 
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review and employment status. The District Manager will present the Assistant 
Manager with the changes. President Morgan stated that the District Manager 
accepted the board members performance review and accepted the contract with a 
1.95% COLA.  
 

13. Trustee Comments, Requests for Future Agendas Items and/ or Staff Actions: The Board may 
not legally take action on any item presented at this time other than to direct staff to 
investigate a complaint or place an item on a future agenda unless (1) by a majority vote, the 
Board determines that an emergency situation exists, as defined by Government Code 
Section 54956.5, or (2) by a two-thirds vote, the board determines that the need for action 
arose subsequent to the agenda being posted as required by Government Code Section 
54954.2(a). Each presentation is limited to no more than 3 minutes.  The District Manager 
stated the board may want to think about negotiations and setting up an ad hoc 
committee for labor negotiations most likely beginning September or October. 
Trustee Mancuso asked if all items were open for negotiating. The District Manager 
stated they were and that he contacted Patrick Clark regarding using his services. 
Discussion followed.  The District Manager also stated we would like to clean up 
some language to add clarity. Most likely items will be salary, benefits, retiree 
benefits, and retiree medical. Vice President Marler asked how we would handle 
salary survey. The District Manager stated we can do an internal and use platform 
from 2013 and contact the comparables already used to get updated information.   

 
14. ADJOURNMENT – 

Upcoming Events and SMVCD Office Schedule:  
 September 7, 2015  SMVCD Office Closed in Observance of  Labor Day Holiday 
 September 21-24th, 2015: CSDA Annual Conference, Monterey, CA 
 September 27-Oct 1, 2015: SOVE Conference, Albuquerque, NM 
 October 29-30, 2015: MVCAC Fall Meeting, San Diego, CA 
 November 11, 2015:  SMVCD Office Closed in Observance of  Veteran’s Day 
 November 26-27: SMVCD Office Closed in Observance of  Thanksgiving 
 December 2-3, 2015: MVCAC Planning Session, Hyatt, Burlingame, CA 

 
Upcoming Training: 

 Available anytime: web-based, required (every 2 years) Ethics Compliance 
Training – AB1234 - paste the following link into browser:  
http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477.  Once you have completed this course, be sure to 
print out your certificate of completion and bring a copy to the office for our files. 

 
The Board meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
MINUTES APPROVED:  ____________________ _______________________ 
 
___________________  ____________________  _______________________ 


